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biographer, that their names might be inscribed in the Book of Life, and that they might receive the recompense from him who has said: " I was sick and ye visited me; for as often as ye did it to one of the least of my brethren, ye did it to me." Within a few months after their arrival, six of the eight Sisters, died victims to the epidemic.
These are a few of the many instances of heroic charity that have fallen under my own observation. Here are examples of sublime heroism not culled from the musty pages of ancient martyrologies, or books of chivalry, but happening in our day and under our own eyes. Here is a heroism not aroused by the emulation of brave comrades on the battlefield, or by the clash of arms, or the strains of martial hymns, or by the love of earthly fame, but inspired only by a sense of Christian duty and by the love of God and her fellow-beings.
7. The Catholic religion   labors, not only to   assuage the physical distempers of humanity, but also to reclaim the victims of moral disease.   The redemption of fallen women from a life -of infamy was never included in the scope of heathen philanthropy ; and man's unregenerate nature is the same now as before the birth of Christ.   He worships woman as long as she has charms to fascinate, but she is spurned and trampled upon as soon as she has ceased to please.   It was reserved for him who knew no sin to throw the mantle of protection over sinning woman.   There is no page in the gospel more touching than that which records our Saviour's merciful judgment on the adulterous woman.   The Scribes and Pharisees, who had, perhaps, participated in her guilt, asked our Lord to pronounce sentence of death upon her, in accordance with the Mosaic law.   " Hath no one condemned thee ?" asked our Saviour. " No one, Lord," she answered.   " Then," said he, " neither will I condemn thee.   Go, sin no more."   Inspired by this divine example, the Catholic Church shelters erring females in homes not inappropriately  called  Magdalene  asylums  and Houses of the Good Shepherd.   Not to speak of other institutions established for the moral reformation of women, the congregation of the Good Shepherd at Angers, founded in 1836, has charge to-day of one hundred and fifty houses, in which upward of four thousand Sisters devote themselves to the care